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Woodworkers and carpenters will learn to solve virtually every geometry and layout problem with

this handy guide to the steel square. Loaded with diagrams, practical advice and exercises. Learn

how valuable the steel square can be. Loaded with diagrams, practical advice, and skill-building

exercises.
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Over the years, when I have looked at a "framing square", I have been put in mind of going to the

beach and seeing a guy wearing a tiny, lime green Speedo. The connection may not seem apparent

at first, but as to the inadequately clothed male, I shake my head and think, "There are 11 men in

America who might qualify to look right in that miniscule patch of lycra or spandex . . . .

unfortunately, he is not one of them."When I have looked at a framing square with all the numbers,

hash marks, dots, and seemingly inscrutable sets of fractions, I shake my head and think, "There

are only 11 craftsmen in America who qualify to actually make total sense and proper use of that

instrument . . . unfortunately, I'll never be one of them."I'm sure I will never be qualified to wear a

Speedo. I am even more certain I will never be qualified to fully understand or use a framing square.

Further, I anticpate the company of folk ever to have been so qualified in terms of the framing

square has never been large in number. Sadly, that number is growing ever smaller as digital tools,



hand-held computers, and software capable of near-instant-calculations continue to crop up in the

construction trades and woodworkers' shops.Before the framing square slips into antique and

woodworking memorabilia emporia, take the time to read and enjoy Ken Horner's Essential Guide to

the Steel Square. An intention to use a square (whether it be a try square, combination square,

speed square, or otherwise) for anything other than marking lines or simply checking your woodcuts

for "square", is not a necessary prerequisite for reading and enjoying this book.This book is part

history lesson, part instruction manual, part puzzle solver, and all terrific.
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